Some Questions to Consider

· Jobs —This proposal calls for 2.1M sq. ft. of new office space (more than the Empire State Bldg) but 10.8% of Brooklyn’s current office space is empty!
· How will building more office space create jobs for the neediest?
· Safety—Architects have shown that the Arena could be put on the site of the failed Atlantic Center Mall.  But Forest City Ratner says the Arena can’t go there because of concerns about terrorism.  Since terrorism is indeed a concern:
· Is it safe to put a 60-story building at the businest corner in Brooklyn?

· Is it safe to build an Arena in which all the outside walls are glass?
· Is it safe to put a 1000-car garage under an Arena?

· Will a “State” Environmental Impact Study (which is actually done by Forest City Ratner) adequately address these concerns?
· Transportation—Traffic Engineer Brian Ketcham has studied the impact of the proposed Arena and 17-skyscraper development, and found that it will create 23,000 vehicle trips every 24 hours!
· That’s 19% more car and truck trips plus 25% more bus trips, (along with 20% more subway trips to Atlantic Avenue) every day!

· Is this area ready to absorb that extra traffic?  And if it is, then:

· Why does the City plan to widen the intersection of Atlantic and Flatbush Avenues (creating even more bottlenecks)?

· Why did the City Planning Department recently state that Ashland Place may be widened from Flatbush to the BQE, as a “back-up mitigation”?

· Asthma—With so much extra traffic and pollution, asthma rates may go up.
· How will area hospitals handle the extra burden?

· Public Health—Crime, prositution and rats are often attracted to Arenas.  

· Where is the plan for managing these problems?

· Fire, Police and Schools—Forest City Ratner intends to bring 5500 new households into the area along Atlantic Avenue (up to Dean Street), between Flatbush to Vanderbilt Avenues, roughly doubing the size of Prospect Heights.

· Where will the children go to school?  (PS 9 is already overcrowded)

· How will our local fire station and police precinct handle the extra load?

· Where is the plan for providing services to these new residents?

These Questions Must Be Answered!

This Proposal is Not a “Slam Dunk”
